
FROM THE PASTORS… 
2019 

PASTORS’ ANNUAL REPORT  
TO THE CONGREGATION 

 
   I Peter 1:7 “These have come so that the proven genuineness of your 
faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined 
by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is re-
vealed.” 

Recently a 4,000-pound gold bar that was discovered during construc-

tion work in Mexico City nearly 40 years ago was identified as a long-

lost Aztec treasure that was taken by Spanish conquistadors over 500 

years ago. The Aztecs rebelled against the Spanish conquistador Her-

nán Cortés and his followers. They barely escaped Mexico City with 

their lives. They took along the gold bar along with other Aztec treas-

ures. The gold bar alone has been valued at 105 million dollars. They 

probably thought they were getting away with something very valuable. 

That gold bar really didn’t help them very much because, in what is 

known as the Spanish Night of Sadness in Spanish history, Cortez and 

his crew were killed and the treasures sank including the 4,255-pound 

gold bar.   

An annual report in a congregation gives us an opportunity to review 

our work with the blessings God describes as being worth far more 

than gold.  It also gives us a chance to thank God for the blessings He 

showers upon us.   

This year’s Annual Report again gives us ample evidence that God is 

someone we can trust as we serve Him, even if things seem to be 

crumbling all around us. The greatest example of God’s trustworthiness 

is the payment Jesus made on the cross to free us from sin’s punish-

ment and eternal death. This payment was not made with silver or gold 

but with the precious blood of Christ. Sharing the news of that payment 

is what we are all about here at St. Jacobi.  As we have proclaimed that 

good news, the Lord has heaped blessing upon blessing upon our St. 

Jacobi family this past year. 

As we look back at the past year and forward to the next we find many 
things to give thanks for God's enduring love. 
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4   Boy Pioneers 6:00 p.m. 

5 Ladies Aid  11:30 a.m. 

13 & 15 Boys’ Grade School BB 
          Tournament at WLHS 

14 St. Jacobi Spelling Bee  
         5th-8th Grade) 

15 GS Solo Ensemble Contest  
         At WLHS. 

15 Father/Daughter Dance 
        6:30-8:30 p.m. 

18 Boy Pioneers 6:00 p.m. 

20 Girl Pioneers 6:00 p.m. 

20 & 22 Girls’ Grade School BB 
           Tournament at WLHS 

22 GS Spelling Bee @ WLHS 
        (1st-4th Grades) 8:30 a.m. 

26 Ash Wednesday Worship 

      TBA and 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 We are so thankful that attendance at our Bible Classes has been 
increasing.  We pastors enjoy teaching and we are glad to see more 
and more people there. God’s Word and fellowship draw us together 
as a church family.  There is always room for more! 

 The Lord continues to bring souls to our church family to hear the 
word of God to nourish their faith. By the end of 2019 our communi-
cant count was at 945.  Our soul count stands at 1,191.  We can 
thank God for His blessing.  Even as we bid farewell to old friends in 
our St. Jacobi family, He allows us to welcome new families into our 
midst. 

 For the year 2019, on average 42% of our people were in attendance 
at weekly worship.  We are praying that worship more and more re-
mains a priority for many in our St. Jacobi family.    We recognize that 
our worship attendance has even been higher in the past. Here is an 
area that with God’s help we hope to improve as a church family.  We 
all need to keep on checking our own worship lives.  Let’s encourage 
others to come to the Lord’s house regularly.  The Lord is the one we 
can count on to continue to change our priorities and increase our 
thankfulness so that we all worship regularly. 

 The Bible talks about how wonderful it is when “brothers live together 
in unity.”  The devil hates it when church families are getting along, 
especially the called workers in those church families.  We can report 
the great blessing that our staff continued to work together in unity 
this past year.  Out of thankfulness to their Savior, all of the staff - 
teachers, secretaries and pastors – continued to cheerfully work hard 
for their Lord.    

 What a blessing that on top of many other things going on in their 
lives, the members of our Jacobi family donated countless hours of 
their time!  They provided leadership and enhanced worship through 
music. They spent hours cleaning, fixing, installing, improving, copy-
ing, teaching, and too many more things to list.       

 From the budget planning time, our leaders had said that 2019 with 
many financial variables was going to be a difficult year to project es-
pecially on the income side of the budget.  It was said, “It is some-
thing we will have to live through and then we will have better 
knowledge going forward.”  Yes, this year was a bit of a roller coaster 
ride. Out of thankfulness, God’s people brought $1,767,202 for the 
Lord’s work.  $272,509 was given to our Building Expansion Fund.  
The Lord also has allowed us to bring mission offerings totaling 
$179,089 to do the Lord’s work at our Wisconsin Lutheran High 
School and around the world through our Wisconsin Ev. Lutheran 
Synod. We are thankful for an increase in our offerings, however we 
still ended the year with a deficit of $62,000 in our Operating Fund     

 The Lord allowed us to begin construction on our building addition for 
our Early Childhood Program along with an expanded narthex with 
room to welcome God’s people to worship.  The building will include a 
large multi-purpose room for gatherings including Bible Class.  With 
God’s continued blessing, these expanded facilities will help us to 
reach out to and nurture souls worth far more than gold.   

Continued on next page 
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There will be challenges as we wait for our Lord’s return in 
glory, just like the early Christians Peter was writing to. We 
can look forward as confident servants of Jesus because our 
God is with us. Because our Savior has commanded us to “go 
and make disciples of all nations” and “teach all the things He 
has commanded,” we don’t want to rest on our laurels or be-
come complacent in ministry.  Let’s strive to do more for the 
Lord who has done everything for us.  Let’s continue to grow 
in our spiritual maturity.  Let’s be even more regular in wor-
ship and learn more and more of God's Word.  Let’s continue 
to pray that the Lord would move every member of our church 
family to give willingly, cheerfully, regularly and in proportion 
to what God has given them. Let’s do all we can to forge St. 
Jacobi into one big, truly loving and caring family. 

       Let’s look forward to our goal – being and seeing pre-
cious souls in our home in heaven with Jesus.   We move for-
ward trusting in our wonderful God who loved us and gave 
His Son for us.  He goes with us and He guides us! 

Privileged to serve Christ with you, 

Pastors Spaude, Waldschmidt and Eckert 

 

Pastoral Acts 
Adult Confirmation 

Emily Nuoffer 

January 12, 2020 

Baptism 

Ashton James Matthew Marshel 
Born:  4/8/2019 

Baptized:  1/18/2020 
 

Funerals 

Judith Anne Eckert 
Born:  7/22/1935 
Died:  1/5/2020 

Funeral: 1/8/2020 
 

Robert Kallin 
Born: 11/22/1928 
Died 1/14/2020 

Funeral: 1/20/2020 

 

 

 

 

                                                                               

Coming Up… 

4 Lenten Worship Service 
     TBA & 7:00 p.m.       

5 No School (Metro Teachers’ 
     Conference) 

6  No School (Metro Teachers’ 
     Conference) 

8  Daylight Saving Time Begins 

11 Lenten Worship Service 
     TBA & 7:00 p.m.       

15-17 WELS National Band Festival 
             at WLHS 

17 Boy Pioneers 6:00 p.m. 

17 WLHS Math Track Meet, 4:00-6:00 p.m. 

17  Voters’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

18 Lenten Worship Service 
     TBA & 7:00 p.m.    

19 Girl Pioneers 6:00 p.m.    

21 WLHS Grade School Forensics  
      (5th & 6th Grade)   9 :00 a.m.        

23-27   No School (Spring Break)                     

25 Lenten Worship Service  
     TBA & 7:00 p.m.       

 
 
 
 

 

 



 

     Ladies Aid News… 

 

Wednesday, February 5 th is the date for our next 

meeting. We will begin at 11:30am. Bring your lunch. 

Coffee and dessert are provided. 

 

Our program for this month will start at 12:30pm with 

the 1 st graders performing songs for us. We love 

the enthusiasm of these “little ones”. 

 

At 1:00pm the program continues with Pastor James 

Buske. He is the executive director of Lighthouse 

Youth Center. LYC provides a safe gathering place 

for youth in the community. The center provides rec-

reational activities, academic assistance and adult 

Christian mentors to study and discuss scripture. If 

any members of the congregation (not just ladies) 

are interested in hearing Pastor Buske you are wel-

come to attend. Please plan to arrive just before 

1pm. 

 

Members are reminded that we will be giving mone-

tary donations to Lighthouse Youth Center rather 

than filling booster boxes this year. Also, if you have 

not yet done so, please remember to pay your dues. 

The hostesses for February are Carol Rohleder and 

Judy Helm.. 

 

The Program Committee 

 

How Our Envelopes Work 
 

 Operating – Offerings designated 
for “Operating” are used to support 
the Gospel work done by St. Jaco-
bi at St. Jacobi. 

 

 Missions – Offerings designated 
for “Missions” are used to support 
Gospel work done by St. Jacobi 
through others elsewhere 
(Wisconsin Ev. Lutheran Synod, 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod, Wis-
consin Lutheran High School, Wis-
consin Lutheran Institutional Minis-
tries, Wisconsin Lutheran Child 
and Family Service). 

 

 Building Needs – Offerings desig-
nated for “Building Needs” will be 
used for our Building Expansion. 

 

If no designation is used the offerings 
are used for Operating needs. 

 

Giving Electronically 
 

Things are changing in the ways fi-
nancial transactions are made.  Many 
people do not use their paper checks 
very much at all anymore.   People 
also see electronic giving as a safe 
and reliable way for you to make gifts 
to St. Jacobi.  Giving electronically 
also provides a way for our offerings 
to the Lord to be put to use by our 
church even when one is out of town. 
Electronic giving helps our church in 
that the offerings are transferred to 
the church’s bank account on the 
same day as they are withdrawn from 
your account. 

 

If you would like to begin making of-
ferings electronically, you can go to 
our webpage, stjacobi.org to sign up.  
In the upper right hand corner of our 
home page there is a “giving” tab.  
Click on that tab.  From there, you 
can set up a profile to give a onetime 
offering or recurring gifts.  You may 
designate your offerings as the trans-
action is set up in the same way we 
do now between Home/ Missions/ 
Building Needs.    

 

Giving statements for 2019 are avail-
able in the narthex hallway. Please pick 
yours up. They can be used as proof of 
charitable deductions for your income 
taxes. It also provides an opportunity to 
review your response to God’s bless-
ings. If you have any questions, please 
contact Jeff Osterman at 414-383-5320 
or jloster66@att.net.   



Council and Boards Installed 
January 26 

The following men were elected at  the 

Annual meeting.  In parentheses (  ) are 

given the names of those elected in the 

past and continuing in their positions. 

President:  (Mark Smrz);   Vice President: 

(Ralph Engelhardt); Secretary: David 

Hackmann; Treasurer: (vacant); Financial 

Secretary: (Jeremy Fredrich); Board of 

Education: (Ken Kasbohm), Jason Mil-

ler, (Shaun Nommensen), (Jeff Terek), 

Steve Salaty, (Joe Swearingen), Mark 

Wojak; Board of Elders: (Darren Hack-

mann), (Aaron Manske), (Carl Nolte), 

(Walter Parker); Grounds & Maintenance: 

(Darrin Allard), (Marshall Berlin), Kyle Ko-

losovsky, (Ryan Rayeske), (Andrew 

Suchy); Board of Evangelism: Don Groth, 

(Carl Jahns), (Ryan Solie); Board of Stew-

ardship: Chris Evans, (Steven Jaeger), 

(John Miller); Board of Finance: (Jerry 

Helm), (Gary Johnson), (Scott Kruger),  

(Jeff Osterman), Vernon Stern.  

 

 

                         

St. Jacobi Wish List 
Outdoor Digital Sign                     $ 25,000 
3 EV Powered Monitor Speakers 

              for church                            21,000 
Instrumental “Band” Music                 300 
Timpani Drum            2,000                                                         
_________________________________ 

                                                         $ 48,300 

We are happy to an-

nounce that the St. Ja-

cobi PTC has planned a 

Pizza Fundraiser.  The 

order deadline is Friday, 

February 7th. Forms are 

available in the narthex. 

Return your order to the 

school office. Pizzas may be picked up 

Saturday, February 22, noon –2 p.m. Mon-

ey raised will be used to help build the new 

preschool-kindergarten playground.  

It's also time to signup for the FUN PIZZA 

MAKING DAY! (We need about 100 peo-

ple!) Might you be available? It's easy and 

fun! And you're guaranteed to meet a few 

more of members your St. Jacobi family. 

Childcare is available! We need you and 

your pizza topping skills from about 8am-

11 am on Saturday Feb 22nd! If you're 

busy on the 22th, we could use a few extra 

hands for setup from 3-5pm on Friday Feb 

21st too.   

 

 

 

 

 There are so many who came to the fu-

neral of my wife, Judy Eckert, or sent 

notes and gave memorial offerings. It 

was so many that I could not try to send 

thank you notes in the mail. So I say 

“Thank you” with this paragraph. I also 

say “Thank you” by giving all memorial 

offerings for continuing to do the Lord’s 

work through St. Jacobi congregation. 

Above all, I say “Thank you” to Jesus who 

conquered death and lives that we might 

live and be together again in glory.  

     Pastor Paul Eckert 

 A SINCERE THANK YOU to those men 

who have served our congregation in elect-

ed positions in the past and are now going 

off the boards this year: Dick Boese, Dan 

Draeger, Aaron Friske, Paul Manske, Mark 

Mathwig, Ben Ortiz, Clarence Osten, Doug 

Pinzer, Gary Saatkamp, Aaron Wolfgram.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

New Bible Class Begins Soon 
 
“The Book of Daniel has it all!” is the way many Bible students talk about it. Half of it is narrative 
history that tells of memorable events in the life of Daniel and his friends – think “Daniel in the Li-
on’s Den,” “The Three Men in the Fiery Furnace,” and “The Handwriting on the Wall” events. The 
other half is visionary and end time apocalyptic prophecies that challenge, comfort, and frustrate 
readers because of their complexity and perplexing detail – think “The Ram and the Goat,” “The 
Seventy Sevens,” and “The Kings of the South and the North” visions. 

 
 The Book of Daniel invites us all! Starting on Sunday, February 9, our Sunday morning Bible class 
will begin a study of this amazing book written by the impressive man of God named Daniel. But 
Daniel isn’t our primary focus. It’s his sovereign and saving Lord. “The Most High God rules the king-
doms of men and he raises up over them anyone he desires” (Dan 5:21).  He especially raised up the 
Anointed One, Jesus, to “atone for wickedness” and “bring in everlasting righteousness” (Dan 9:24). 
It is our privilege to focus on these truths as set forth in the life and  

Have you tried it? You should 

have received more infor-

mation on our stewardship em-

phasis in a member mailing. 

“Try it...you’ll like it!” 




